
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 
SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 24, 2021– 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chairperson Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  

The following Task Force members were physically present:  
Barney Gallagher, Chair 
Peter Mulvaney, Vice Chair, 7:09 p.m.  
Lisa Brooks 
Sandy Culver  
Hall Healy 
Tina Hostert 
Helyn Latham 
Linda Lin 
Catherine Procopi 
Laurie Tuchman 
Jennifer Varela 
 

The following Task Force members were not present:  
Joshua Markus 
Larry Reilly 
Jennifer Varela (Excused)  
 

Also present were:  
David Mau, Director of Public Works 
Megan Olson, Village Staff Liaison 
Chris Leiner, Park District 
Rachel Overby, Village Sustainability Intern 
 

2. CONSIDERATION OF THE JULY 27, 2021 STF MEETING MINUTES   
Upon a motion made by Mr. Healy and seconded by Ms. Brooks, the meeting minutes for July 
27, 2021 were approved. Ms. Hostert was also welcomed as a full member by Chairperson 
Gallagher and was assigned to the Public Awareness and Recycling and Waste Reduction 
working groups. 

3. RECAP OF THE GREEN BAY TRAIL DAY  
Chairperson Gallagher recapped the Green Bay Trail Day event and asked for the Task Force’s 
feedback on the event. Ms. Latham commented that it was a quiet event but there were some 
good conversations with the people who did come. The garbage and recycling sorting game 
was also popular. Another comment was that other stalls gave out freebies to draw people in 
and that GSTF freebies would be useful for future events. Ms. Hostert suggested having 
teenagers who are passionate about sustainability, like Ms. Procopi, to draw younger people 
in. She also stated that the produce bags did not arrive on time, but they can be used for a free 
giveaway for the next event. Ms. Lin stated that having two people at the event was helpful 
for fostering conversation. It also helped to have different topics to talk about and that there 



VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 
SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 24, 2021– 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
 

were good conversations about leave the leaves, recycling and community solar. Visuals like 
the big orange bag were helpful for the Simple Recycling textile program. Ms. Tuchman was 
surprised at how the people who came forward were very engaged, and overall, found that 
the recycling element was very educational. Ms. Hostert said that people always have 
questions about recycling because there is so much involved with it.  

Chairperson Gallagher also reminded Mr. Healy about preparations for the bird mascot 
costume.  

4. WINTER LIBRARY WEBINAR PROGRAM PLANNING    
The Task Force continued planning for the fall Library webinar programs and reviewed the 
plans that are currently in place. The Leave the Leaves program will take place in early 
October and a postcard will go out to all residents about the event. Additionally, the solar 
panels and electric vehicles program will have to take place during the winter programs.  

The group turned to winter programing. Chairperson Gallagher stated that considering the 
results of the report U.N. climate report, the group should find someone who worked on the 
report to speak about what is happening at a global level and bring it down to a local level. 
Mr. Mulvaney had a contact and Mr. Healy also suggested bringing someone he knew from 
the United Nations to speak as well. Chairperson Gallagher suggested that the group could 
find high caliber speakers, they should work with the local Go Green groups to promote the 
event and maybe share the speaker costs, which may be higher.  

Plans for a March webinar were discussed as well. Ms. Lin suggested having a program about 
green lawns, green landscapes or what to plant in the spring (native plants, plants that do not 
require fertilizer, plants that attract bees or other pollinators). Ms. Tuchman suggested 
tapping a landscape architect in the area as a speaker for the program. Vice Chair Mulvaney 
suggested reaching out to the Golf Course for someone and connecting back to the Glencoe 
mascot or hummingbirds in general.  

Ms. Lin also stated that the group should coordinate with Friends of the Green Bay Trail for 
March or April programming to avoid overlap.  

5. MEMBERSHIP DISCUSSION   
Chairperson Gallagher led a discussion about the merits of adding community group liaisons 
verses residents with a passion for sustainability to share the workload, after last month’s 
discussion about adding a liaison to the Task Force to represent the Friends of the Green Bay 
Trail. 

 The Task Force also discussed a rebranding campaign to help introduce new members and 
volunteers into the group. Several members shared their experiences with the Task Force. Ms. 
Hostert stated that the GSTF felt exclusive as an outsider and had suggestions on how to make 
the group feel more open to new volunteers and members. Several other members agreed.  
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The methods of introducing new people to the GSTF was discussed. Ms. Procopi stated that 
she was required to go to a meeting first before being on the Task Force and suggested having 
new people do that prior to being nominated, an idea that was accepted by Chairperson 
Gallagher. Ms. Lin suggested having new people start on subgroups rather than the official 
group. Ms. Hostert suggested advertising subcommittee meetings through NextDoor, the 
Village website and the Village e-newsletters, although Ms. Lin stated that some groups 
communicate via email rather than meetings and Ms. Culver stated that it might be difficult 
to come up with more concrete meeting times due to scheduling conflicts.  

6. LEAVE THE LEAVES CAMPAIGN  
The Task Force discussed current progress on the Leave the Leaves Campaign. The working 
group managed to secure a Library webinar on the topic on Monday, October 4 at 7 p.m. with 
a horticulturist. The group is also working on a mailer, promoting the importance of leaving 
the leaves and the upcoming webinar.  

The leaf blower ban was also discussed. Ms. Culver reminded the group that a large part the 
effort is working toward the goal of converting all gas-powered leaf blower to electric with 
education and adopting amendments to the gas-powered leaf blower ordinance. The Task 
Force will continue to discuss. Mr. Mau stated that there was also progress with major 
landscapers in the Glencoe area and with the Village’s own Public Works Department 
regarding following the gas-powered leaf blower ordinance.   

Chairperson Gallagher discussed the Farmer’s Market on September 9th and September 23rd, 
which the Task Force will staff and promote the Leave the Leaves campaign, among other 
topics. He stated that volunteers will be coordinated offline. Ms. Culver agreed that there 
needs to be a catchier attraction to the table. Ms. Hostert stated that there should be multiple 
topics because more people should be attracted to the table.  

 

7. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED)  
B. Green Lawns: The working group has submitted a plan. Mr. Healy stated that the working 
group wants to do more with the official bird mascot, such as creating a mannequin or a 
physical mascot costume. The group also wants to include the symbol in various 
communications (such as between the Village and the School District, the Library, and the 
Park District) and to do a ‘Dear Ruby’ section for asking or answering questions on the 
website as an equivalent to Wilmette’s Dear Ruby. Ms. Culver suggested adding it to Inside 
Glencoe and using Dear Ruby to explain why it is good to walk or bike to school and maybe 
putting it on a vehicle sticker.  

C. Public Awareness: This group discussed how events like the Park District’s Summer’s Last 
Blast event on September 3rd could be more sustainable or how the Task Force could 
potentially get involved with the event. It was generally agreed among the Task Force 
members that it was late to get involved in the event, but that the Task Force would like to 
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see entities create events that are more sustainable and would like to see more resources being 
put towards that effort. There was a suggestion to involve a company like Collective 
Resources to pick up all the compost and have 100% compostable materials. The Task Force 
members generally agreed that there is a need to recognize the waste that events create and 
to understand the costs involved in making events more sustainable.  

8. GLENCOE COMMUNITY BOARD AND COMMITTEE UPDATES  
A. Village: Mr. Mau said that there is a conditional offer extended to an individual for the 
position of Public Works Management Analyst, who would serve as the new Sustainability 
Task Force Village staff liaison. The new analyst is expected to start by September 13. Ms. 
Rachel Overby, the sustainability intern, was also recognized on at her last GSTF meeting. 

9. OTHER BUSINESS   
No other business was brought before the Task Force at this time. 

10. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME  
No public comments were received.  

11. CLOSING FAREWELL AND ADJOURN 
Then there being no further business to come before the GSTF, a motion to close the meeting 
was made by Vice Chairperson Mulvaney and seconded by Ms. Culver. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 
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